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Abstract

This research aimed to study 1) the socio-economic status of farmers who
grew coconuts in Rongkae Sub-district, Banphaeo District, Samut Sakhon Province;
2) their coconut farm management; problems and recommendations about coconut
farm management; and 4) to what extent coconut farm management conforms to good
agricultural practice guidelines.
The population was
coconut farmers in Rongkae Sub-district, Banpaeo
District, Samut Sakhon Province who were registered with the Department of
Agricultural Extension in
The data were collected by using structural interview
and were then analyzed by a computer program. Descriptive statistics like frequency,
percentage, maximum value, minimum value, mean and standard deviation were used.
The results revealed that
about 58.6% of the farmers were male with
the average age of
years old, 55.4% of them had completed primary education,
they had more than 20 years experience in coconut production. Most grew aromatic
coconuts, and the trees were aged 3-10 years old, planted on ridges. Most farmers had
certificates of title to their land. ) Most of the coconut farms were far from factories
and pollution sources; 37.1% of farmers had their soil analyzed for chemical residues
and plant nutrient content; 48.4% of the farmers had wastewater treatment and 29.6%
of them had water analyzed before use. Rhinoceros beetle was a major pest and
almost half of the farmers used chemical insecticides to control the pest. Farmers
wore protective clothing during insecticide application. Almost all (90.3%) of farmers
allowed middlemen to harvest and grade the coconuts and 58.6% of farmers recorded
the number of coconuts harvested. Farmers found that coconut selling was the main
problem and they desired produce standards. 4) As for compliance with Good
Agricultural Practice guidelines, most farmers had no soil and water analysis before
using. Some farmers had no knowledge about coconut pests, had no equipment and
pesticide labels and did not record the use of hazardous agricultural substances.
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