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Abstract
The objectives of this study were to study (1) social and economic state of
farmers who participated in growing sugarcane plantation in unsuitable paddy field project in
Kamphaeng Phet province; (2) the state of their sugarcane plantation production; (3) their
decision making in participating in the project; and (4) their problems and suggestions on
participating in the project.
The population in this study was 643 farmers who participated in growing
sugarcane plantation in unsuitable paddy field project in Kamphaeng Phet province in the
production season in 2014/2015. The 155 samples were selected by using stratified random
sampling methodology according to the proportion of the farmers in each district. The data
were collected by interviewing the studied farmers. The statistical methodology used to
analyze the data was frequency, percentage, minimum value, maximum value, mean, and
standard deviation.
The findings of this study were as follows: (1) the average age of the studied
farmers was 49.68. They were educated at primary level. The average period of their
experience in doing paddy farming, in growing sugarcane plantation, and in growing
sugarcane plantation to replace doing paddy farming were 22.33, 4.78, and 1.58 years
respectively. Their average number of labor in agricultural section was 2.30 persons. And
their average income deriving from growing sugarcane plantation to replace doing paddy
farming was 63,744 baht/year. (2) Most of the studied farmers grew sugarcanes during the
end of rainy season, they plowed the earth before growing sugarcanes at average 2.63 times.
Almost two-thirds of them used irrigated water in sugarcane raising, and most of them used to
be trained in sugarcane raising. (3) the production, the transportation, the marketing, and the
selling price of sugarcane played an important role in their decision making in participating in
the project at high level, while fund sources and credit, the support from related sectors, and
persons influencing the farmers’ decision making played an important role in their decision
making in participating in the project at medium level. And (4) their major problems on
sugarcane raising were expensive production factors, the lack of good tribe stems
machines/laborsaving device and water sources, the water supply management, , high hired
workers and transportation costs, the sweetness of sugarcanes not being measured
transparently, the weight of sugarcanes being measured unreasonably, and having no
sugarcane quota of their own. They suggested that there should have been production plans in
order to have efficient production and satisfying produce. Their sugarcane plantation should
have been checked regularly to prevent their products from the spread of plant diseases and
pests. They should have been supported and cooperated in transferring the knowledge of
sugarcane production and sugarcane produce management, including making sugarcane tribe
plots. Besides, officials of related sectors should have followed up their technology transfer
continuously.
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